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SAT SCORES AT THE
TOP 25 UNIVERSITIES

SCAN TO VIEW
What enrolled first-years scored at the U.S. News 2027 top 25 national universities ORILINE
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T MIT 1520-1570 15650 780-800 790 o Required
2  Princeton 1490-1560 1530 760-800 790 o Optional; required 2028
3 Harvard not reported - 730-790 770 o Required
4 Yale 1480-1560 1540  740-790 780 o Required
57 Caltech not reported — 790-800 790 o Required
57 Stanford 1520-1570 1650 770-800 790 o Required
7 UPenn not reported - 770-800 790 o Required
8 Duke 1510-1570 1650 770-790 790 o Optional
97 Johns Hopkins 1530-1565 1650 780-800 790 o Required (most programs)
9" Northwestern 1520-1560 1540 770-790 790 ] Optional
9" U Chicago 1500-1560 1540 760-790 780 o Optional
127  Columbia 1510-1560 1540 760-800 780 o Optional; required 2028
127  Dartmouth 1440-1550 1520  720-790 770 o Required
14" Carnegie Mellon 1500-1560 1540 770-800 790 o Varies by program
147 Cornell 1490-1550 1530  770-800 790 o Required
16" Brown 1470-1550 1520 730-790 770 o Required
167 Rice 1510-1560 1540 760-800 790 o Recommended
16" Vanderbilt 1510-1560 1530 770-790 780 o Optional; required 2029
16" Washington U 1500-1550 1530 760-790 780 o Optional; 2028 under review
20" UC Berkeley - = = = Not used; 2028 under review
20T UCLA = = = — Not used; 2028 under review
20" Notre Dame 1460-1540 1500 730-780 760 o Optional; required 2028
23" Emory 1480-1540 1510 740-790 780 o Optional
23" Georgetown 1405-1530 1480  700-780 750 o Required
25 U Michigan 1370-1530 1470 680-780 740 o Optional
Aim for 760+: the entry point (25th percentile) at Most take the first SAT in spring junior year, then
most top-25 schools today. retake to raise the score.
Required testing is coming back: Princeton, Last test dates: October senior year for early
Columbia and Notre Dame join for Fall 2028. deadlines, December for regular decision.

Start prep 3+ months before the first test for Math
gains of 50-200+ points.

Source: each university's Common Data Set 2025-26 (C9). Click on bubbles for links to policies. Ranges cover only students who sent SAT
scores. Bars: gold = testing required when this class applied, pink = optional; dot = median. T = tied rank. By Eva Leung, Oct 19, 2026.
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https://keystonesat.com/resources
https://ir.mit.edu/projects/2025-26-common-data-set/
https://mitadmissions.org/apply/firstyear/tests-scores/
https://ir.princeton.edu/document/606
https://admission.princeton.edu/apply/standardized-testing
https://oira.harvard.edu/files/2026/07/CDS_2025-2026.pdf
https://college.harvard.edu/admissions/apply/application-requirements
https://oir.yale.edu/sites/default/files/yale_cds_2025-26_md_20260616.pdf
https://news.yale.edu/2026/05/27/undergraduate-admissions-updates-testing-policy
https://finance.caltech.edu/documents/35127/cds_2026.pdf
https://admissions.caltech.edu/apply/first-year-applicants/standardized-tests
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GIPKgVj1d86dkmLkHI_mZVCk_iY6kiCp/view?usp=sharing
https://news.stanford.edu/stories/2024/06/stanford-to-resume-standardized-test-requirement
https://upenn.box.com/s/woo7d85yxpol6j9e2o121aucjc6dc1k5
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/announcements/penn-reinstates-standardized-testing-undergraduate-admissions
https://ir.provost.duke.edu/sites/default/files/CDS_PDF_2025-2026-20260622-website-published-version.pdf
https://admissions.duke.edu/apply/
https://oira.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025-2026-CDS-Johns-Hopkins-University-v2.pdf
https://hub.jhu.edu/2024/08/16/undergrad-admissions-standardized-test-requirement
https://enrollment.northwestern.edu/data/2025-2026.pdf
https://admissions.northwestern.edu/faqs/standardized-testing-policy
https://data.uchicago.edu/files/2026/08/CDS_2025-2026_to_publish-1.pdf
https://collegeadmissions.uchicago.edu/apply/application/
https://opir.columbia.edu/sites/opir.columbia.edu/files/content/Common%20Data%20Set/2025-26_Columbia_College_and_Columbia_Enginnering_CDS.pdf
https://undergrad.admissions.columbia.edu/testing-policy-update
https://www.dartmouth.edu/oir/pdfs/cds_2025-26.pdf
https://home.dartmouth.edu/news/sat-admissions-faqs
https://www.cmu.edu/ira/CDS/pdf/cds_2025_26/cds-2025-c-first-time-first-year-admission.pdf
https://www.cmu.edu/admission/admission/standardized-testing
https://irp.cornell.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Cornell-Common-Data-Set-2025-26.pdf
https://admissions.cornell.edu/policies/standardized-testing-policy
https://oir.brown.edu/institutional-data/common-data-set
https://admission.brown.edu/first-year/standardized-tests
https://ideas.rice.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/CDS_2025-26_WEBSITE_Updated_10-7-2026.pdf
https://news.rice.edu/news/2024/rice-announces-updates-application-processes
https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-wpfsx/wp-content/uploads/sites/70/2026/07/CDS_2025-2026.xlsx
https://admissions.vanderbilt.edu/apply/testing-policies/
https://washu.edu/app/uploads/2026/06/2025-2026-WashU-CDS.pdf
https://admissions.washu.edu/whats-new-at-washu/
https://source.washu.edu/2026/08/washu-admissions-strategy-is-working-and-evolving/
https://admissions.berkeley.edu/apply-to-berkeley/first-year-applicants-uc-berkeley/first-year-policy-changes/
https://admissions.berkeley.edu/apply-to-berkeley/first-year-applicants/
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/academic-senate-review-admissions
https://admission.ucla.edu/apply/freshman/freshman-requirements
https://admission.ucla.edu/apply/freshman/freshman-requirements
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/academic-senate-review-admissions
https://iris.nd.edu/institutional-research/common-data-set-cds/
https://admissions.nd.edu/apply/standardized-testing-policy/
https://provost.emory.edu/planning-administration/_includes/documents/sections/institutional-data/emory-common-date-set-2025-2026.pdf
https://apply.emory.edu/apply/first-year/tips/standardized-exam-policies.html
https://georgetown.box.com/s/0r8akn4cbm52zjkll6i7uttlb9k36px2
https://uadmissions.georgetown.edu/applying/first-year-applicants/
https://obp.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/pubdata/cds/cds_2025-26_umaa.pdf
https://enrollment.umich.edu/news/university-michigan-formally-adopts-test-optional-admissions-policy
https://keystonesat.com/

